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Dated: July 18, 2003 



Docket No.:TOW-033 
(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Hiroshi Akita, et ah 

Application No.: NEW APPLICATION Group Art Unit: N/A 

Filed: Concurrently Herewith Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



For: PROTON CONDUCTIVE SOLID POLYMER 
ELECTROLYTE AND METHOD FOR 
PRODUCING THE SAME 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO 1449. It is respectfully requested that the 
information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. 



This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent application 
submitted herewith. 

A copy of each reference on PTO 1449 is attached. 

A summary/abstract translation of the non-English language references is enclosed. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure 
Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR L56, it is not intended to constitute an 
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admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for 
this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information Disclosure 
Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider the listed references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted 
to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 12-0080, under Order No. TOW-033. A 
duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: July 1 8, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 

Anthony A. L4pfentano 
Registration No.: 38,220 
LAHIVE & COCKFEELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney/ Agent For Applicant 
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OTHERS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 

"Synthesis and characterization of novel acid-base polymer blends for application in membrane 
fuel cells"; Solid State Ionics (1999), vol. 125, pop. 243-249 
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•EXAMINER: 



Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant 



